Why Women Should Not Vote.
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e .

At a Mass Meeting called by the Anti- Woman Suffrage Association
of Albany, N. V., May 11, 1894.

[The address of Mr. Hale was made without notes, and cannot be reproduced as delivered, but
this leaflet contains the principal points of his argument, ]

FeELLow CITIZENS, MALE AND FEMALE—The subject before you is one of great
importance. A Convention to revise the Constitution of this State commenced its
session in this city last Tuesday. That Convention is asked, by striking out the
word ““male ** from that part of the Constitution which confers the right of voting,
to make all women over the age of 21 years, who are residents and citizens of the
State, competent voters at all elections.

The number of votes cast at the general clcctmn of 1892, was in round numbers
one million and a quarter, If this amendment is adopted, tke addition of an equal
number of woimnen, will make the number of voters about two million and a half.

The question is, is this immense increase in the voting population of the State
desirable? Is it necessary for the protection of women? Would it be beneficial to
the State? Unless these questions can be answered in the affirmative, I think we
will all agree that the experiment which the Convention is asked to make, ought
not to be tried.

In discussing this question, it is well to consider, what have been the rights of
wormten, and what they are.

Women, as such, have never been discriminated against in this State as to life,
liberty or property. Single women, whether spinsters or widows, have always had
precisely the same rights as man, But married women were at the conumnon law,
which was the law of this State on this subject until 1848, under certain disabilities
in regard to controlling and disposing of property and making contracts.

These disabilities all resulted from the doctrine that the husband and wife were
one, and that the wife’s legal existence was merged during marriage in that of the
hushand. This principle of the common law was based upon what seemed to he
plain declarations of the Bible. But these disabilities have all been removed, The
laws have been made more and more favorable to married women, until now their
rights are equal in all respects so far as relates to the control of property, and to the
custody of children, to those of married men, and in some respects, superior, If I
have real estate, I cannot convey it and give a good title to my grantee, unless my
wife joins in the deed. I cannot by my will, dispose of my real estate so as to
deprive my mfc, against her will, of her right of dower. But she can by deed or
will, dispose of her entire estate, real and personal, whethér I consent or not, and give
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good title. A father cannot now apprentice his child, or make a valid appointment
of a testamentary guardian, without the consent of the mother, ifshe be living, The
wife can carry on business on her own account, and is entitled to all the profits and
earnings in that business, and may contract as if she were unmarried,
But it is said that these changes in the common law have been brought about by
women. If this is so, they have heen caused by them without the ballot. Thevy
have effected these changes by their influence upon men, their hushands, sons,
fathers and brothers. ‘I'he men have done better for them than they would have
done for themselves. TFor, if they, with their well-known modesty and magnanimity,
had been members of the Legislature, they would hardly have put themselves (m'a
better footing as to property, than men. If women, by their influence merely,
without the ballot, and without political power, have been able to accomplish such
great results, why should they be hothered with the ballot? Why should they be
obliged to expose themselves to the foul langnage, disgraceful contests and hldrmdy
noses which you have heard Father Walworth deseribe this evening as frequent
accompaniments of elections? X &

But it is said that the right to vote isanatural right. Ide
is meant by this claim. It has never been esteemed a natural
Vote in L-hi:; State prior to 1822 unless he possessed certain property qualifications.
No matter how bright and well informed a young man who ha - o
of twenty-one is, he cannot vote, The Declaratign of In{Iepellzgzi:lz?ilssilzﬁil‘j;?
tion of the inalienable rights of man, did not mention or in any way include the
supposed right to vote. Voting isonly ameans to an end. The end is a government
which shall protect all in their rights to life, liberty and the pursnit of h:ppiness in
wh]ich last is included the ri]ght to acquire and enjoy property, Women have tl;cse
rights now just as completely as is possible. No amount of legislati iv
them more or greater rights. What possible good will it do tlll‘éiih;gl;?fe ;30111‘1 Vi

But it is said that women pay taxes, and to deprive them o FLE e e
without representation.” But taxes are not conlditioued 111351?]1[121—; gj:rqht lt';\it(;?:
The property of women is protected by the laws just as much as that o{geu_ Taxes
are necessary, in order to defray the expenses of government, in protecting the lives
liberties and property of citizens, whether men or women. But women are Tt‘prei
sented. Thefactthat by women’s influence, laws have beey passed putting them in an
equal or superior position to that of men, shows that they have been J'eprzse11te(1. It
is absurd to say that a womau, a member of a family, is not represented by her father,
her son, her brother or her husband. OQur forefathers complained o“f
without representation,”’ because taxes were imposed upon them by a parliament
sitting three thousand miles away, in which there was no representation whatever of
the colonies. There is not the slightest analogy between theijr case and this.
Taxation is not in our State a condition of the right of suffrage. Ifit were the man
paying heavy taxes would have more votes than the man paying none. But as it is,
Mr. Astor or Mr., Vanderbilt has no more power at the polls than the man who has
uot money enough to buy a five cent breakfast, unless he uses his money to buy
votes. Then there is in taxation no discrimination against women: nor does anybody
appreliend that there ever will be such diseriminatien. No tax law could ever he
passed which undertook to diseriminate against women in favor of men. No such
law was ever suggested. There are many cases where people are taxed who cannot
vote. Forinstance, if-a citizen of New Vork owns land in another State, he will he
taxed in that State, although Lie cannot vote there. If an Albanian has real estate
in Boston, he must pay taxes there, and he cannot resist the payment on the ground
that he is not allowed to vote in Massachusetts, Taxation is the price which citizens
pay for the protection of their property, their lives and their liberty.
sense a compensation paid by them for the privilege of voting,
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There is anotler point which must be looked in the face. We ca:uf;c}:t t:_uvn_;cn?;
eyes from facts that bear on the subject, becanse they are un.pleasz.mt.l : ‘::‘].’L. zl:c.l .
the city of New York, a multitude of.“-'.omen whc.:se number.m \;?01}5 }nehm]l:%]v;q
from 30,000 to 30,000, who get their living by a life of shame. ] 1e§tls§ - 1_e= .'ut.-lb]é
daily, soul and body. Every city in the State adds t? the numbero . 118 t]151‘:1- \-c:uld
arm;'. The number of these woimen is g0 grcat that in a close .c]eftmn,l t;c._\-" 1\' o
holc{ the balance of power. Of course, their votes would be _['O.i s:-tle, ancl : 1€y 11‘;1:5
be controlled not by moral or respectable men, not by the belt.er e emen‘ 311—1 Dc; = )
but by the most unscrupulous, immoral. and degrad‘cc} of the nla]r.: H_xt. IS\. ie
introd—uctioll of these disreputable women into the pohtlca.l arena gml.lf c_a. icfoabz
or purify practical polities? Do the respectable;vouucu of ?he So,lililmg‘l _\-t “;snlkilw
broucht in contact with this degraded class? \?.-1]1 not the inevitablee .ec_ of ma4 ..;

g o give to this class of women an influence anc

q 5, he T
women, good aud bad, voters, ? b : .
) I?—" I thev do not now possess?  Will not the conferring of the suffrage upon
power which ¥ 2 : : A1t
111 a1 tend to demoralize multitudes of young men and young women, who will thus
em 2

he brought in contact with these degr:}ded women? It‘has' .bele.n airgzed 11351-.5501;]1:
G thebmllllher of respectable women 1s 50 11.11”.:11 greatel., that this c a_s_.c?u tcl ca;su_

ad- but the difficulty will be just as it is 110'“", \\-‘11]._1 ‘Flle ufa]e x-s)f..el s, that the
P Respectable women will be divided in politics probably

oo women will not unite. S : : S Bet]
i bout the same way that their hushands and sons and brothers are now, and this
1 about the same ;

& ‘\,I’Q])ntab e 1 chasalile elemer t will C()].'ltI'Ol.
151E and pl T asabl : | » ) J [
The ﬂr]e’ t 1a CI which oW threatens I'EPH]Jl]CﬂII institutions comes from bribery
£ at dang f brib

Does anybody believe that a less .proportiou of women will be
fou coeptible to bribery than of men? TUnless it can be shc‘m'l'l thhat women

nd susecep I)l L ;susceptible then men to bribery and similar influences,
:i];illtljf (irio;;};ﬁl;_‘ ;; the voting population will certainly not tend to diminish bribery
j ’E‘T;:suggig;id for female suffrage is not new. There wasa convention ‘held. 11{
this city heginning in 1867, of which I had the honor to be a member, wh.mh had

o o hef(,}e it. Precisely the same amendment was offered in that
Z];:?\.-e?i?iic—tto strike the word *nale” from the section which c'm}fer.s the right c.nf
That amendment was advocated by one of the. most brllha'ut men of this
ceneration, for whont all the members of that convcnti?n, mysell included, enter-
E‘linad t]le,greatest admiration—George W%lliam Curtis, ‘I—Ie 11‘]::}(1&, perhaps the
11105£ powerhﬂ and eloguent speech on that side of the question, which 11;.19 (:\-far beven
made, The result was that when the vote n.-'as tf;tkeu, ig votes we.re recorded 111_(8*t or
of the amendment, while there were 123 against it. It may be said that th.e 125 \.\]_1.0
voted againstit were nnen]ightcued men, who were behind the age, Possﬂ).]}- 11}1.‘1‘5 19;
50 ; but ameng the negative \-‘otes., were three :“?” who sztcr\\-a‘rds bfar_‘.amehj 1;[ ces f:m
the Court of Appeals, including its present L];uef Judge a—.JJ.d its first ?lue‘.]'ud_gc‘
There were among them such men as Senator Kernan of Utlea, _Turdge ‘L._om_stockv of
Syracuse, Judge Parker of this city, Horace Greeley and Prof. T. W. Dwight of New
Vork, and many others who are genera:lly supposed to 11{'1“: been among the most
intelligent and enlightened men of their dal)’ and geueratlo‘u,

But this question is not to be determined by authority. Tt 11111F.t be conceded
that very many intelligent and public spirited men and women are in favor of the
change. I think they are mistaken; and that they do not correctly foresee the
results which would follow if the change should be made. But we must give them
credit for sincerity, and meet what they suppose to be arguments, by reason and not
by denunciation,

I'think in many of their speeches, the advocates of woman snffrage show great
lack of self-restraint, and an unfortunate tendency to exaggeratien. For instance,
one of the most distinguished advocates of this change is reported to hiave said in a

and corruption.
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recent speech in this city that there is but one slave in New York, and that is womartr.
TWhen we consider what are the necessary elements of slavery; that a slave has no
rights of property ; that a slave can be sold and separated frowm his or her family ;
that his or her children can be sold away withoutany possibility of interference on
his or her part ; it is difficult to see how any intelligent person can say with sincerity
that there are any elements of slavery in the condition of women at this time, If
womet are slaves, I would like to know who are their masters. Men are bound to
support them. They are not bound to support their husbands. Dlen are bound to
protect them. Women have the right of absolute disposal of their own property,
the absolute control of their own liberty; equal rights with their husbands to the
custody of their children ; and still we are informed by women who are advocating
the extension of suffrage to wonien, that women are slaves!

The advocates of woman suffrage often show a singular want of knowledge as to-
the actual state of the law. In one of the newspapers in this city some days ago,
was an article which was moderate and fair in tone, The writer in alluding to the
unpleasant fact that I have mentioned, the existence of this large class of women
who lead bad lives, said in substance that the men were responsible for licensing
places in which these women were kept. The writer was evidently intelligent, and
supposed that places of this kind were licensed by law. But she was all wrong.
The truth is that such places are forbidden by law, The laws on the subject are
strict enough, The diffienlty is that they are not enforced. If these womten should
control legislation, they would perhaps pass laws even stricter than those now on the
statute hook, prehibiting all forms of sin and immorality ; but they would be as
ineffective as a law would have heen which was once introduced in our legislature
under peculiar circumstances. A member of Assembly from somewhere in the
“southern tier” of counties, asked unanimons consent to introduce a hill which le
desired to hiave read for the information of the Assembly, as he said there could be
no objection to it; it was very short consisting of only two sections, and counld be
read in a minute. Thereupon the bill was presented aud read, as follows: “‘Section
1. Immorality of every kind is hereby abolished. Section 2. This act shall take
effect immediately.” Although the bill was not objected to, it did not become a law.
If it had, it is hardly to be supposed that the millennium would have begun at once.
Legislation to be effective must be practical. Sin cannot be exterminated by act of
legislature. ‘I'he argument that women if elected would pass laws which would
abolish all forms of evil, has no foundation in practical common sense.

It may be conceded that there are many women whose intelligence and integrity
would qualify them to vote, and who are much better gualified to vote than many
men who exercise {he franchise; but it by no means follows that the suffrage should
therefore be conferred upon wemen. Universal male suffrage cannot be said to have
been entirely a success, Ignorance, hribery and corruption, bigotry and intolerance
prevail to a great extent even now, and very greatly impair the usefulness of a
republican form of government. Instead of these evils being initigated by extending
the suffrage to wonten, it is my belief that they would be creatly increased. The
success of the woman suffrage movement would not tend, in my judgment, to purify
politics or elevate the tone of public life; but the reverse. The question, however,
is one nupon which the deliberate sentiment of the women themselves, will ultimately
be conclusive. Aslong as a majority of the intelligent and respectable women of the
country believe that conferring the suffrage upon them will not benefit them or the
State, there is little danger that they will, by coustitutional amendment, be made
voters, and compelled to assume the responsibility which the right of suffrage
necessarily carries with it.

Anti-Suffrage Pamphlets may be obtained at 13 Elk Street, Albany.







